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Extinct Towns

OMADI

The pioneers according to “Warner’s History

of Dakota County” had one weakness at least, and
that was a bad one. In other words to use the
modern phrase “they had it bad” — a mania for
laying out townsites. At one time ten towns were
founded along the river from Blyburg to Ponca, but

of these but one is now existing.
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The first of the extincet towns to be laid out was
Omadi, located five miles south of Dakota City by
George T. Woods, Chauncey A. Horr, and Moses
Kreps who crossed the river September 1, 1855,
building the first log eabin in Dakota County, except

perhaps for Gustave Pecaut. For a bit of humor
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This picture shows the actual site of Omadi; at one time a thriving city of nearly 400 people.
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The townspeople

of Omadi were forced to move their homes when the Missouri began cutting away at the bank of the river

where their homes were located.

this story is told of how Omadi got its name. Some
years previous when the Omaha Indians who lived
here contracted smallpox, an Indian who was
very ill with fever, stood on the river bank
crying, ‘“Oh, me die!” In the spring of 1856
settlers began to arrive, and the town began to
thrive until about four hundred inhabitants arrived.
The usual community buildings and services soon
sprang up, a hotel, stores, newspaper and post of-
fice. A school building was erected in 1857. Miss
Putnam of Sioux City taught the school, the first
in Omadi and also in the county. When the Missouri
River began to undermine this area the school was

COMBS SCHOOL

Built 1857 - Closed 1964

Ihouse in the background is part”
eer herdisge ~ the o
a County and ong

Buclington  rall
t school
bultding w,

ny iminated
Tts doors closed far 1

Combs School Historical Marker.

moved to Thomas Smith's claim about two miles
south of Homer. Here a new school district was
organized. When construction on the Burlington
Railroad from Sioux City to Lincoln began, the
school was found to be on railroad property, and
the building was then shifted to its present site.
School redistricting eliminated need for the old
Combs school, and its door closed for the last time
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Combs School — closed 1964.

May 22, 1964. A marker has been placed near it
to remind us of our pioneer fathers’ belief that ‘“Men
are ennobled by understanding”.

About 1862 disaster seemed imminent when
the treacherous Missouri washed away a portion of
the town and decay went on until 1865 when every
house was removed, some to Dakota City and others
upon farms.
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LOGAN

The same spring on the Missouri River, now
Crystal Lake, the town of Logan grew very rapidly
and soon became a rival of Omadi. By 1858 it
reached its height of prosperity containing more
than twenty-five houses. When the Missouri River
began gnawing away the northern portion, its in-
habitants commenced to move to Dakota City and
adjacent farms. By 1860 the town was completely
deserted.

OTHER TOWNS

St. John’s, surveyed and platted in 1856 and
incorporated in 1857, was vacated in 1866. Pacific
City, platted October 18, 1856, was situated about
where South Sioux City is now built. In 1857 it
contained about ten good frame buildings, but its
inhabitants becoming discontented with the loca-
tion all moved away. The year 1856 seemed to have
some particular magic for the platting out of new
towns, for in September 1856 Blyburg was surveyed
and founded in the extreme southeastern part of
the county. It never grew beyond two cabins. Dur-
ing the year 1858 two towns, Franklin City and
Verona, were incorporated but never had the honor
of containing a single house. The towns of Randolph,
a post office until 1877, and. Lodi until 1874, were
both founded near Homer. Emmett, a post office
situated in the northern part of the county, was
discontinued in 1873, and Nacora, located seven
miles southwest of Hubbard, was established in
1892 as a post office.

GOODWIN

The village of Goodwin was laid out by Cor-
nelius Duggan in 1889 on a tract of land which was.
part of his farm. The town was located ten miles
southwest of Jackson.

Cornelius Built a general store which he leased
to D. F. Waters. At first trains ignored the village
until Cornelius and Michael McKivergan, a neighbor

The. gas statjon at Goodwin was victim of the
decline and finally the complete abandonment hy
the townspeople.

The once busy Goodwin State Bank was the only
brick structure in the village. Wide cracks in the
brick wall indicate the oncoming collapse of the
building.

These were the remains of the Goodwin Black-
smith and Wagon Shop in 1956. Buried under the
fallen roof is a brick hearth and chimney.

and original member of the famous Father Trecy
Colony, stood on the tracks as the train approached
and refused to budge. Thereafter, the trains stop-
ped daily, and soon a depot was built with a full
time station master.

The name Goodwin was taken in honor of Mr.
Goodwin who was an official of the old Pacific Line.
Later John Duggan purchased the store business
from D. F. Waters as well as the building and town-
site from his brother Cornelius. Shortly, thereafter,
the 1railroad company built a sidetrack to Goodwin.
Myr. Duggan was appointed postmaster after the
post office was built. By 1919 there was a bank,
school, saloon, elevator, and blacksmith shop.

Among the still living ex-residents of Goodwin
is Edgar F. Frederick, who tftor many years
was building custodian at the Dakota County
Courthouse in Dakota City. He relates. “I
was married in 1900 and toock my bride to
Goodwin, where I hecame the village blacksmith and
worked from sunup to sunset shoeing horses, fixing




wagons, repairing machines and sharpening plows.
We lived in a house back of the smithy.”

For over forty years the little village flourished,
even holding its own during the depression years.
The beginning of the end for Goodwin came with
the tremendous advancement of automotive trans-
portation and good all weather roads and highways.
. In 1940 the post office was closed, and it was decided
that the store business be discontinued. Thus
Goodwin was placed in the category of the so-called
“Ghost Towns”. The only activity there at the
present time is the rural school, still operating with
a highly qualified teacher and large enrollment.

COBURN JUNCTION

Mr. Eric Beermann, a promient farmer who
until his death in 1958 had lived on a farm near
Dakota City, relates this story concerning Coburn
Junction, later called “Coburn,” which was
situated five miles west of Dakota City. It con-
sisted of a depot with outside rest rooms, a dug
well with good water, stock yards with shed, a

loading chute equipped for doubledeck loading, two.

side tracks, pumping station, elevated water tank

for supplying the steam engines with water, a
story and a half house for the section foreman,
shed for his horse and cow and a garden spot.

Some years later the section house burned and
the section foreman was then housed at Dakota
City. Coburn was a busy station, handling freight
from the branch road to the main line and vice
versa. Passengers were quite often numerous in
the waiting room making connections for the differ-
ent trains. Besides the large amount of express
to be transferred from one train to another, there
were carloads of seed corn, potatoes and wheat
loaded there to be shipped out. Coal, gravel and
cement were shipped in. In 1919 the original depot
burned and a new one was erected on the site.
Eventually because of the use of automobiles and
trucks the Omaha and Norfolk passenger trains
were taken off, eliminating the need for a depot
agent.

Coburn gradually faded out of the picture. In
1940 the depot was sold to a private party and
moved to South Sioux City to be used as a residence,
which is now located at 313 East 13th Street.

it




Little of grcat importance is recorded as hap-
pening in Dakota County in the lirst days of one
hundred years ago, but the average pioneers living
in dugouts and log houses in prairie and scraggly
river settlements weren’'t accustomed to important
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PRESENT-DAY DAKOTA CITY,

DAKOTA CITY

The founder of Dakota City was J. D. M. Crock-
well, City Land
Company, filed a plat of the town for record on
September 20, 1856. Dakota City and Duakota
County were named after the Dacotah tribe of In-
dians, commonly called Sioux. Dakota City was in-
corporated by the County Commissioners April 3.
1858. The first house was built by Benjamin E.
Chambers in March 1856, made of logs with a flat
dirt roof, ground floor, one hole for a door, and
another for a window. [t was later improved and
used as a hotel called the Chicuahua House. The
townsite was laid out nearly twoe miles long east
and west. The vastern end of the townsite ended
on the bank of the Missouri River. and the main
street was laid out east and west, being named
Broadway. As the name implies. the street which
was 150 teet wide, is no doubt one of the widest
streets ever laid out in Nebraska. Since Dakota

who as an agent of the Dakota

things, In lighting to survive they hammered out
history in small but often heroic deeds that were

to have a lasting imprint on succeeding generations.
Today a number of thriving towns are evidence of
this.

NEBRASKA

City was a “port of call” for the steamships plying
the river, Broadway Street was laid out wide with
the idea of building a canal from the street so the
barges could come into the town.

The first ferry on the Missouri River in this
area was owned and operated by J. D. M. Crock-

First ferry on the Missouri River.




well. The first store was established by John
Naffziger. In 1858 the Dakota City Pottery Works
was established in the east end of town near the
river. It was owned by Ziegler and Eckhart. At
this time it was the only pottery works in the en-
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tire Nebraska Territory. The factory did an ex-
cellent business, shipping its stoneware products to
settlements up and down the Missouri River.

The town was booming and speculation in prop-
erty and  businesses was active. Settlers as far
west as Columbus. and O’Neill came to file their land
entries here. The stores did a great deal of trad-
ing at that time. The Bates Hotel cost $16,000 to
build. In it the United States Court was held twice
a year—in the spring and in the fall. Buildings in-
cluding houses and saloons were moved into the
town. Some of the larger structures were moved
in sections. Two houses of prostitution were moved
from the Covington area to Dakota City. In 1893
the population in Dakota City numbered 700. A brick
yard was one important industrial enterprise, fur-
nishing bricks for a number of the buildings of Da-
kota City as well as the neighboring territories. In-
cluded among the businesses were two hotels, one
billiard hall, five carpenters, one newspaper, two
draymen, two physicians, manufacturer of patent
corn planters, seven lawyers, and three school teach-
ers.

The first opera house west of the Missouri
River was at Dakota City. The theater was in one
of the hotels. It was located in the center of the
hotel, a stage of sorts was at one end. It was a
great open area that had a balcony encircling it.
People would sit up on the balcony and some seats
were down on the main floor. Traveling shows as
well as local groups performed for as long as inter-
est held. Raymond Ream states, “I remember see-
ing it burn down.”

The Dakota City Herald was the first news-
paper in Dakota City and the second in Dakota
County. A number of other papers were started
over the years but have long been discontinued. In

1906 the Dakota County Herald was sold by John
Spencer to John Ream. He edited the paper until
his death in 1980, and since that time the paper
has been published by his son, Raymond.

The first railroad built into Dakota City was
the Covington, Black Hills, and Columbus Line. It
was a narrow-guage road and reached Dakota City
in 1876. This road was later taken over by the
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Line. In
1904 the Talbot and Foy interest in Sioux City built
an interurban line to Dakota City via South Sioux

cars from Sioux City to Dakota City.

Old street

City and Crystal Lake. The road was dismantled
in 1918. In 1906 the Burlington Railroad was built
through Dakota City.

Dakota City was made the county seat of Da-
kota County soon after the establishment of the
county by the Territorial Legislature in 1855. For
several years the records were kept in a log court
house. In 1869 bonds were voted for the building
of a brick structure to the amount of $15,000, be-
ing built by Augustus Haase in 1871 of brick

This court house stood until 1940. Construction
cost $15,000.

made in Dakota City. In later years peoplé of Da-
kota County were asked to vote on the issue of
transferring the county seat to South Sioux City,
and it carried. As a result the people of Dakota City
instituted a lawsuit against moving it. An appeal
to the State Supreme Court was perfected, and the




Court ruled that the construction of the building
had constituted a “bribe’” Therefore as a result
the entire proceedings were declared null and void.
Unsuccessful attempts to move the county seat to
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Present-day court house.

South Sioux City were also made as early as 1857
and again in 1926. The present court house was
built in 1940 at a cost of $66,000, using W. P. A.
funds.

In the pioneer settlements one of the first
things to obtain attention was the establishment of
places of worship. The Presbyterians were first
to hold religious services in the spring of 1857, and

First Methodist Church — buiit

in 1857.

the Methodists organized in June 1857. Lutherans
were next to organize.

In 1858 the Reverend H. W. Kuhns, a mission-
ary sent to Nebraska Territory, preached the first
Lutheran sermon at Dakota City in the front room
of the Bates House, a three story hotel. The
Church Society was organized on the 22nd day of
July, 1859. The members at once began prepara-
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tions for a house of worship. A store building was
purchased in the abandoned Pacific Clty, but it
was burned by a prairie fire while bemg moved to
Dakota City. In the spring and summer of 1860
the Emanuel Lutheran Church building was built
at a cost of $2,000 by Augustua Haase. The first
Lutheran pastor was Reverend H. W. Kuhns. The

Reverend H. W. Kuhns

following story is told: Reverend Kuhns was caught
in a great blizzard at Dakota City. It was Sunday
and he felt that he must fill his appointment. When
he got to church only C. F. Eckhart and J. B. Zeigler
were there, but he delivered his sermon. After his
return to Omaha when asked how he got along he
said, “I had a very large and intelligent audience.”
Mr. Zeigler being a very large man and Mr. Eckhart
a very intelligent man corroborated him in his as-
sertion. This little church was the first Luther-
an Church to be built in the Territory of Nebras-
ka. It is today the oldest church building of any
denomination now standing in Nebraska. For
many years the territorial court was held in it also.
This old church has become a landmark, and Jul -

Lutheran Church — built in 1860

Emanuel




19, 1964, 350 persons attended the dedication of an
historical marker at the site. Mr. E. N. Swett read
the following eulogy to “The Little White Church
on the River.”

I am the little white church by the river.

More than a century ago I was built here be-
side this mighty river.

Built by the rugged hands of our pioneer
fathers,

That the word of God should not perish,

But be forever enshrined in his new land.

In my first hundred years I buried your
dead and comforted the living.

I baptized and confirmed your children,

And taught them the ways of Christian
living.

In my early years I saw the pioneer father

Come with his plow and his rifle,

Determined to possess this bountiful land,

And build a home for himself and his family.

I saw the pioneer mother come

With the Bible under arm and a lantern in
her hand,

A guiding light for little feet to follow.

The story of my existence is a story of

" America on this great river.

The wealth of the inland empire passed by
my door.

I saw the last of the great fur trade,

I saw the rise of the steamboat era and its
decline with the coming of the railroads.

I saw this land grow from covered wagon
and log cabins to beautiful homes, towns
and villages.

I was born in the flames of the great
Civil War.

Men of my congregation went forth to that
war, some never returned.

But the Union was saved. Their names are
immortal.

I saw the end of the Indian wars.

I saw the two World Wars and the Korean
War,

Today my sons lie buried in nameless graves
on the battle fields of the world.

From the ashes of these great sacrifices

I saw a New America arise, an America fresh
from the burning creative hand of God,

An America destined to lead the world,

To greater and better things for all mankind.

Now, at the beginning of my second century
I stand deserted.

My work as a church is ended,

But you, my people, have seen to it

That I stand as a monument to those who
have gone before,

718

And as a symbol of hope to those who come
in the future.

So long as I exist I shall always be
“The Little White Church by the River”,
I shall always be your chapel of memories.

E. N. Swett
(Read at the dedication of the
Emanuel Lutheran Church as an
historical landmark, at Dakota
City, Nebraska, July 19, 1964.)

As soon as the pioneer had a roof over his
head he set about establishing a school for his
children. The first school in Dakota City was
taught by Mrs. L. C. Packard in 1857 in the old
log court house located on the corner of Broadway
and 19th Street. In 1866 a two-story brick school
was built about three blocks east of the Lutheran
Church. On the same block in 1892 a frame build-
ing was constructed. This building was destroyed
by fire in 1911. The present brick structure was
built in 1912 and the auditorium in 1940.

The fifth oldest Masonic Lodge in the State
of Nebraska is located at Dakota City. Omadi
Lodge No. 5, A. F. & A. M. was first organized
in Omadi, a town on the river about six miles
south of Dakota City in 1858. With the destruction
of Omadi by the river the lodge was moved to
Dakota City in 1862 and the present hall con-
structed about 1915.

The prospects of Dakota City began to fade -

upon the admission of Nebraska as a state. The
Federal Land Office was moved to Niobrara, and
the two sessions of court were no longer held here.
The finest hotel in the territory began to decay
as there was no longer a need for the “grand hotel”
(The Bates Hotel). It was razed in 1879 and sold
as old lumber.

Very early the river began cutting into the
townsite. In the early 1900’s fully one-third of
the original townsite had been taken by the river.
Young people of Dakota City would watch the
river wash away great masses of earth. It was
not at all uncommon to lose an entire farm in one

0
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House being moved from banks of raging, cutting.
Missouri River.
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day during the spring rise. In 1893 the farm
owned by W, I. Broyhill (the old Murdick farm)
was completely washed away by the Missouri
River. Frequently houses were moved into Dakota
City to save them from the raging river. The
house from the Altamus Farm, south of Dakota
City was brought into town for this reason and
today is the home of Genevieve Mason. »

In 1912 the farmer and residents of this area
formed a district for the purpose of stopping the
erosion by the river. Being unsuccessful, they
hired the Woods Construction Company. The area
west of Dakota City was known as “The Swamp”
or “The Three Rivers.” This was the overflow or
drainage route of the Omaha, the Elk, and Pigeon
Creek. Water would back up about five or six
miles. Hal Bridenbaugh recalls swimming a horse
across this swamp. Drainage ditches were dug
thus making this land between Dakota City and
Jackson available for farming.

I'm sure as Mr. Beerman, who lived on a farm
near Dakota City, described the work of his mother,
it brings nostalgic memories to many old-timers.
“Most of the time she had several men to cook for
besides the family, which of course called for
plenty of provisions. Quite often in the fall of the
year a full barrel of sorgum molasses went to the
cellar, let down by rope and plank. Sauerkraut
was made by the barrelful in the fall. Usually a
pickle barrel was used for this purpose. A large
wooden kraut cutter was used by two men holding
it between them on their knees. Others carried
the cut cabbage down into the cellar and put it
in the barrel, using a heavy wooden stomper to pack
it. Fruit and vegetables were canned in large
quantities. Mother liked to raise chickens, many
of which hatched and raised themselves all over
the farm. It was nothing unusual to see her out
in the yard picking up cobs and pieces of wood for
the cookstove and heater. Often times she would
help with the milking, filling the pail as fast as
anyone.”

Salem Lutheran Church, three miles west of
Dakota City, is a product of the twin churches.

e Y

Present-day Salem Lutheran Church.

Two identical churches were situated across from
each other. In one church the sermon was given
in English, in the other German. This location
came to be known as the “The Church Corner.” In
1926 the congregation was incorporated. One

church was razed and the lumber used in the con-
struction of the Lutheran Church in South Sioux
City. Actual construction for the present beautiful
church began with ground being broken March 24,
1957. The cornerstone was laid July 21, 1957 with
dedication May 4, 1958.

Harry Sides “First Tractor in County”
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HOMER

Truly the ghosts of the dwellers of the site
on which today stands Homer could tell some inter-
esting stories. It was here that in 1800 lived
hundreds of Omaha Indians. In this yvear smallpox
broke out in the tribe and they burned their village
and moved south. Here, too, was the birthplace
of the famous Omaha chieftan, Blackbird. It was
the ruins of this village which Lewis and Clark
found in 1804. Many early fur traders visited this
place.

St. Patrick’s Day 1856 found Jesse Wigle
moving to his claim on the same ground where
Homer is today located. Here he, too, witnessed
the terrible never to be forgotten winter of 1856-57
which tried the most sturdy pioneers.

The first house erected was by Squire Martin
S. Mansfield on October 1, 1871, which was to be
used as a store. Soon the wild jungle and high
prairie grass began to change magic-like and fields
began. The second building was also a store. A
building built by Herbert Harris could tell
quite a story. It was first a hotel in which was
also kept a saloon. Later the building was pur-
chased by the school district for a school house.
Here were held all the community’s activities, re-
ligious revivals, political rallies and elections.

In 1872 the Omadi post office was moved to
Homer and John Smith was the first postmaster.
In 1875 this vilage was incorporated by the County
Commissioners under the name of Homer. The
first child born in Homer was Walter Smith. 'The
first school was taught by Henry Ream, who also
conducted the first Sabbath School. One can’t
help chuckle at a list of businesses or occupations
found in Homer in 1898: one saloon, two justices of
the peace, two carpet weavers, one well digger, two
bands, and a race track.

PRESENT-DAY HOMER, NEB
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RASKA

In the early years of Homer’s existence it was
the home of the famous Indian scout, Charles
Bristol. He was known locally and by the Indians
as Omaha Charley. For many years he recruited
and looked after the Indians for Buffalo Bill’s Wild
West Show. Because of his friendship with
Indians he was able to make an excellent collection
of Indian artifacts many of which are now in the
Historical Society Building in Lincoin. He died
about 1919,

When the Nebraska Game, Forestation and
Parks Commission purchased approximately 300
acres of land north of Homer, centennial history
was also preserved. For it was Dakota County’s
pioneer family physician, Daniel Brooks Stidworthy
(1866-1931) who, with many friends and a large
pack of thorough-bred dogs, hunted and preserved
this wild area for many years. Dr. Stidworthy was
a lover of the out-of-doors and the beauty of the

Dr. Stidworthy (1866-1931)
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